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MASTERS OF ART AND LITERATURE. 
Twelfth Article. 

WILLIAM GILMOBE SIMMS. 

vHE eminent authors of a nation 
are either its glory or its shame 
-its "guard and honor," or its 
degradation in the eyes of the 
world. More, almost, than any 
other class of citizens — more than 
the very statesman who rules 
and directs the public councils — they in- 
fluence every department of thought, and 
leave a lasting impression upon the gen- 
eration in which they live, and the genera- 
tions succeeding them. Genius is a mighty 
engine for good or for evil. When that 
genius is "literary" — when it speaks to 
hundreds of thousands through the all- 
pervading voice of the printing press — its 
facilities for increasing the love of virtue, 
or for glossing over and recommending 
vice, are enormous and almost incalculable. 
The temptation of the popular novelist to 
choose the latter is, unfortunately, very 
great, and proportionably difficult to resist. 
Men greedily accept what panders to their 
passions and prejudices — to their vile 
tastes and corrupt imaginations. He who 
believes that the majority of the human 
race love purity and hate impurity, is but 
slightly read in the annals of mankind. 
The novelist soon finds that the contrary 
is the fact. There is a far shorter and 
easier path, he soon discovers, to the at- 
tainment of his ends. He has only to cari- 
cature, to sneer, to debase — to sprinkle 
with wit, double entendre, and licentious- 
ness, after the method of the French 
school — and the mixture is seasoned ex- 
actly to the taste of the great mass of his 
readers. Money flows in upon him ; no- 
toriety, if not renown, attaches to his name, 
and he rides the highest wave of popular 
success. 

These sentences may be regarded as only 
so many truisms; but the truisms have 
passed from mind — gone quite out of fash- 
ion. We announce them, in order to add 
that it is surely a noble and honorable 
trait in an eminent and influential writer 
never to forget that he is a decorous citi- 
zen and a gentleman ; to use his high tal- 
ents for the instruction and entertainment, 
not the degradation and debasement of his 
contemporaries. We claim as much for 
William Gilmore Simms, of South Car- 
olina. His long and honorable career has 
never been stained by vicious teachings, 



or false philosophy. In his pages the 
lovers of falsehood, vice, or licentiousness, 
will find nothing to cater to their base in- 
clinations. The scholar, the poet, the gen- 
tleman, speaks — not the vile pander to the 
low and grovelling tastes of the vicious 
and degraded. The career of an author 
who has for more than a quarter of a cen- 
tury pursued his noble calling, without 
one stain upon his lC singing robes," and 
has largely influenced thought and opinion 
in his day and generation, is a profitable 
subject for consideration. 

William Gilmore Simms was born in 
Charleston, South Carolina, April 17, 1806. 
His father, who bore the same name, was 
of Scotch-Irish descent, and having failed 
as a merchant in Charleston, removed to 
Tennessee, where he held a commission in 
Coffee's brigade, under General Jackson, 
in the Seminole war. His mother was 
Harriet Ann Augusta Singleton, of a dis- 
tinguished Virginia family, who early be- 
came residents of South Carolina, and 
were ardent patriots in the Revolution; 
Colonel Singleton, of the Partisans, having 
been, if we are not mistaken, our authors 
ancestor. Before he had passed his in- 
fancy he lost his mother, and was intrusted 
to his grandmother. He never received a 
collegiate education, we believe ; but as 
much might be said of Irving, and many 
of the most celebrated writers of America 
and Europe. His own active and ener- 
getic mind supplied the defects of training, 
and the works of Mr. Simms indicate, un- 
mistakably, a large, comprehensive, and 
generous culture. 

Like a thousand other born " children 
of the pen," he fancied that the law was 
his calling. An explanation of this almost 
universal inclination in literary men for 
the pursuits of the forum, may, possibly, 
be found in the great influence and high 
position of the profession, and the conse- 
quent tendency in liberal and aspiring na- 
tures to embrace the most arduous of hu- 
man employments. Such was, doubtless 
the motive of the young Carolinian, who, 
finding himself upon the threshold of man- 
hood, among the large and respectable 
class of " poor gentlemen," burned to win 
fame and fortune in the contests of the 
forum, for which he undoubtedly possesses, 
by nature, very marked abilities. Few 
persons who have heard Mr. Simms upon 
public occasions — who have listened to his 
sonorous voice, and the stormy music of 
his animated and rolling periods — will 
have any doubt upon the subject of his 



capacity for the law. His mind is emi- 
nently judicial ; his career at the bar, or in 
politics, would, in all probability, have 
outshone his present fame as an author. 
It was the desire, we believe, of a large 
portion of his fellow-citizens, some years 
since, that he should be one of the repre- 
sentatives of South Carolina in the United 
States Senate ; and had he filled that post, 
we have no doubt that the opinion above 
expressed of his forensic abilities would 
have received ample confirmation. But 
we are better satisfied that the test should 
not be applied : Mr. Simms the author, is 
a more important citizen than Mr. Simms 
the senator; his volumes are more to 
South Carolina, and to the whole Repub- 
lic, than his speeches could have been, 
however admirable. 

This tendency toward the pursuits of 
the student and writer, rather than the 
lawyer, early betrayed itself in Mr. Simms. 
He approached his " chosen field," how- 
ever, by degrees. Embarking his limited 
means in a daily newspaper, the Charleston 
City Gazette, he became, through the col- 
umns of that journal, an active opponent 
of the prevailing nullification doctrines of 
the time. The result was unfortunate. 
The paper failed, and Mr. Simms was 
thrown upon other resources for a liveli- 
hood. He had already written much upon 
miscellaneous and literary topics, and from 
this time, literature became his profession. 
In 1825, he published a " Monody on Gen. 
Charles Cotesworth Pinckney ;" in 1827, 
" Lyrical and other Poems ;" and, in the 
same year, ll Early Lays." In 1829, ap- 
peared his "Vision of Cortes, Cain, and 
other Poems ;" and in 1830, « The Tricolor : 
or Three Days of Blood in Paris." These 
were all local publications, written, print- 
ed, and sold in Charleston. Their success 
must have been encouraging, for soon af- 
terward Mr. Simms produced his finest 
imaginative poem : " Atalantis : a Story of 
the Sea." He chose, for the publication" 
of this poem, the wider field of New-York, 
to which place he went in 1832. " Ata- 
lantis" not only brought fame to the young 
author, but what was at that time most 
unusual, profit to the publishers. Literary 
circles of New-York made a lion of the 
young Southerner. As the work of a y ouno; 
man of twenty-five, " Atalantis" is very re- 
markable. But for want of space, we should 
endeavor to point out the singular origin- 
ality of this poem, and present such pas- 
sages as we conceive would fully sustain 
our opinion. We can only add, that the 



COSMOPOLITAN ART JOURNAL. 



213 




William Gilmore Simms. 



author here enters the land of poesy and 
dreams, with the assured and confident 
step of the " Shepherd of the Ocean," Ed- 
mund Spenser ; and that his blank verse 
has the ring, the balanced music, and the 
sinewy strength, which make the charm 
of Tennyson's " Idyls of the King." 

In 1833, the Messrs. Harper published 
" Martin Faber, the Story of a Criminal," 
in which Mr. Simms made his debut as a 
novelist. This work, which is written in 
the passionate, melodramatic style, then, 
we believe, greatly in vogue, betrayed very 
unusual powers of description in the young 
author, and speedily became a favorite 
with the public. Its success seems to have 
fortified Mr. Simms in his determination to 
adopt literature as a profession. His at- 
tention was called to his native soil, and 
the stirring events of Revolutionary times. 
The result was that series of historical ro- 
mances, which will always remain the 
pride and honor of South Carolina. Two 
years after the appearance of " Martin 
Faber," was published "The Partisan." 
It was succeeded by " Mellfchampe" and 
li Katherine Walton," the three forming a 
trilogy, comprising a powerful and vivid 
picture of partisan life in the South. From 



this time, Mr. Simms has been a regular 
toiler in his noble profession, and his life 
presents few incidents for the biographer. 
These may be summed up briefly. A 
second marriage, to the daughter of Mr. 
Roach, a wealthy planter of South Caro- 
lina, his first wife having died soon after 
their union ; a seat in the State legislature ; 
the reception of LL. D. from the Univer- 
sity of Alabama : frequent addresses, lec- 
tures, and visits to the Northern cities. 
These are nearly all the circumstances 
connected with Mr. Simms' life which we 
find to notice. Nor is the fact singular. 
The author's existence is that of the soul, 
the life of the brain, the imagination, the 
fancy. He may never travel into foreign 
countries, or have any adventures to re- 
late, but how far he has penetrated into 
the land of dreams ! His career may be 
distinguished by no single public act, or 
striking incident, but what a hurrying, 
bustling universe has been that of his im- 
agination ! Mr. Simms has never donned 
the warlike plume of the soldier, but how 
many times has he fought, shoulder to 
shoulder, beside Marion, .or Sumter, or 
Singleton! He has never u sailed the 
Spanish seas," it may be, but what won- 



derful scenes has he witnessed in the far 
mysterious " islet of the Atlantic," where 
Onesimarchus wielded his sceptre 

" Of holiest sapphire, which at evening burns 
Deeper than ever sunlight, and around 
Lights up the sable waters many a league 
From sea to shore !" 

It is this inner life of wonderful adven- 
ture, moving incident — of passion, poetry, 
and romance — which makes the apparently 
commonplace existence of the author in 
reality a strangely varied and eventful 
one. But it affords no material for the 
biographer. The least captain of an 
army has the battles he has fought in, for 
illustrations of his life. Shakspeare has 
little more than his plays. 

We cannot here undertake an elaborate 
criticism of Mr. Simms' productions ; a few 
notes must suffice. In addition to " Ata- 
lantis," he has published, in poetry, 
<< Southern Passages and Pictures,'.' lyrical, 
sentimental, and descriptive : New- York, 
1839; "Donna Florida: a Tale," in the 
Don Juan style and measure : Charleston, 
1843 ; " Grouped Thoughts and Scattered 
Fancies," a collection of sonnets ; " Asey- 
tos : or Songs of the South : " 1846 ; " Lays 
of the Palmetto," a series of ballads cele- 
brating the chivalrie deeds of the South 
Carolina regiment in the Mexican war. 
u The Eye and the Wing : Poems chiefly 
imaginative ;" " The Cassique of Accabee : 
a Tale of Ashley River, with other pieces :" 
New-York, 1849 ; a new edition of ,c Ata- 
lantis," 1848; and in 1850, "The City of 
the Silent," a poem delivered at the con- 
secration of Magnolia Cemetery, Charles- 
ton, and full of solemn music and elevated 
thought. These poems are characterized 
by a delightful freshness, and elasticity of 
measure, picturesque and vivid handling, 
and, in many places, marked vigor and 
sweetness. The reader is often led to re- 
gret the evident haste with which many 
were plainly written, and to wish that their 
too great luxuriousness had been pruned. 
But there is a youthful bound and rebound 
in them which will make them favorites 
with all lovers of lyrical -poesy. 

In addition to the " Partisan," •" Melli- 
champe," and " Katherine Walton," Mr. 
"Simms has published "The Scout," 
" Woodcraft," " Eutaw," and "The For- 
ayers," in the same field. Works of a dif- 
ferent character and scene -are "Guy Riv- 
ers : v a Tale of Georgia;" u Richard Hur- 
dis, or the Avenger of Blood : a Tale of 
Alabama;" u Border Beagles: a Tale of 
Mississippi;" "Charlemont and Beau* 
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champe : a Tale of Kentucky." Other 
works of Mr. Simms we shall be obliged 
to set down as they occur to us, without 
vouching for their order of publication. 
These are : " Carl Weiner ;" " Confession : 
or the Blind Heart ;" " Helen Halsey : or 
the Swamp State of Conelachita ;" "The 
Yemassee ;" " Pelayo : a Story of the 
Goth," and its sequel, "Count Julian," 
where the author ventures upon Spanish 
ground in the days of Don Roderick ; " The 
Damsel of Darien," the hero of which is 
Vasco Nunez de Balboa ; u The Lily and 
the Totem : or the Huguenots in Florida ;" 
" Vasconcelos," including the career of De 
Soto in Florida ; " The Wigwam and the 
Cabin," a collection of tales ; " Castle Dis- 
mal: or the Bachelor's Christmas;" "Marie 
de Borniere : a Tale of the Crescent City ;" 
" The Golden Christmas : a Chronicle of 
St. John's Berkeley ;" " Southward Ho !" 
and " The Cassique of Kiawah." In his- 
tory, Mr. Simms has written a " History 
of South Carolina in the Revolution," and 
many elaborate articles upon the part 
taken by the South in the Revolution. In 
biography, lives of "Francis Marion," 
" General Greene," " Captain Smith," the 
" Chevalier Bayard," etc. On other and 
miscellaneous subjects, the author has pub- 
lished " The Book of My Lady ;" " Views 
and Reviews of American History, Litera- 
ture, and Art ;" u Father Abbot : or the 
Home Tourist;" " Egeria : or Voices of 
Thought and Counsel for the "Woods and 
Wayside ;" and a volume entitled " The 
Pro-Slavery Argument." Among his 
most vigorous contributions to the reviews 
were a series of papers upon international 
copyright, which strongly advocated that 
scheme. In 1848, he published an edition 
of the seven dramas attributed to Shaks- 
peare, with notes and an introduction to 
each play. In addition to these numerous 
literary works, Mr. Simms has produced 
a number of lectures, addresses, and ora- 
tions, which have been greatly admired. 
Among these were : " The Social Princi- 
ple the True Secret of National Perma- 
nence ;" " The True Sources of American 
Independence ;" " Self Development ;" 
" The Battle of Fort Moultrie ;" " On Poe- 
try and the Practical ; and " On the Moral 
Character of Hamlet." 

In a paper so limited as the one which 
we now write, any extended comment upon 
these numerous and elaborate works, in 
departments so varied, interesting, and 
suggestive, is entirely impossible. We 
must content ourselves with a few notes of 



what has been the result of a somewhat 
careful reading of very many of these vol- 
umes. 

In his romances dealing with the earlier 
history of South Carolina, and with border 
character and adventure in the Western 
and Southwestern States, Mr. Simms dis- 
plays great vigor, fertility of fancy, and 
dramatic power. The fresh life of the 
woods, the humors and passions of a new 
country, the working of the under and 
more terrible instincts of the human mind ; 
all these are portrayed with a gusto and 
animation which lead the reader a willing 
captive to the end of the volume. Not 
less picturesque, vivid, and striking, are 
his " Michael Bonham : or the Fall of the 
Alamo,"* and other dramas; but, in this 
department, his u Norman Maurice : or the 
Man of the People," is by far his finest 
production. We have no hesitation in de- 
claring it the most vigorous drama yet 
written in America. It extracts from the 
life of the nineteenth century, and the 
America of to-day, that powerful human 
interest which the Elizabethan dramatists 
drew from the sixteenth century, and the 
England of that time. The passion of the 
drama is stern, broad-based, and vehement. 
Norman Maurice, the hero, is an original 
creation, due to no preceding author, and 
unattainable from the study of books. He 
is one of those human beings who mould 
their own fates, and defy all that opposes 
them. 

" The Cassique of Accabee," and other 
poems of Mr. Simms, are full of an ima- 
ginative beauty and freshness which few 
American writers approach. We regret 
that the extent which our paper has 
reached renders a detailed criticism of 
these pieces impossible. They will always 
hold a high rank among the narrative- 
lyrical poetry of the country ; and, though 
they must yield to the more metaphysical 
and ideal creations, " Atalantis," and other 
poems in the same department, substan- 
tiate the author's claim to the possession 
of the higher imagination. 

The career of Mr. Simms has been on- 
ward and upward, from the moment when 
he embarked in letters. At fifty-three his 
imagination is as active and fertile as at 
twenty-five. Amid the refined and pleas- 
ant society of Charleston, or at his estate 
of " Woodlands," in the interior, he is 
never too much occupied with material 
affairs to neglect his literary pursuits. 
He still is one of the most industrious of 
living authors, and his last work, the 



" Cassique of Kiawah," abundantly proves 
that the fancy which produced " Martin 
Faber," and the " Yemassee, 7 has rather 
gained in vigor and picturesqueness, than 
declined. Mr. Simms' position is an ex 
ample of honorable distinction, legitimately 
won. The author has pursued his literary 
calling with singleness of aim and honest 
enthusiasm. He has loved it, and it has 
rewarded him. The result of his long and 
honorable career, unstained by aught that 
misbecomes the good citizen, the warm 
friend, the chivalric gentleman, has been a 
public regard, and cordial respect, which 
is better than fortune, and greater than 
fame. We trust that his life may long be 
spared. The South, and the country at 
large, as well, can ill afford to lose one who 
pursues the high and noble calling of letters 
with a grace and strength so conspicuous, 
and in a spirit so true to the elevated prin- 
ciples of true art. 





HARRIET HOSMER. 

ORN at Watertown, Massachu- 
setts, October 9th, 1830, Har- 
riet Hosmer is the only surviv- 
es ing daughter of Dr. Hiram Hos- 
mer, an eminent physician of 
that place, who, having lost wife 
and child by consumption, and 
fearing a like fate for the survivor, gave 
her horse, dog, gun, and boat, and insisted 
upon an out-doors life, as indispensable to 
health. A fearless horsewoman, a good 
shot, an adept in rowing, swimming, div- 
ing, and skating, Harriet is a signal in- 
stance of what judicious physical training 
will effect in conquering even hereditary 
taint of constitution. Willingly as the 
active, energetic child acquiesced in her 
father's wishes, she contrived, at the same 
time, to gratify and develop her own pe- 
culiar tastes ; and many a time and oft, 
when the worthy doctor may have flat- 
tered himself that his darling was in active 
exercise, she might have been found in a 
certain clay-pit, not very far from the pa- 
ternal residence, making early attempts at 
modelling horses, dogs, sheep, men, and v 
women — any objects, in short, which at- 
tracted her attention. Then, too, both 
here, and subsequently at Lenox, she 
made good use of her time by studying 
natural history, and of her gun, by secur- 
ing specimens for herself of the wild crea- 
tures of the woods, feathered and furred, 
dissecting some, and, with her own hands, 
preparing and stuffing others. The walls 



